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<I belong to a generation that lived its childhood and 
youth in unfreedom. That9s why  my friends and I found 
it quite difficult to find a world to which I could 
relate. Eventually I found that world. Its creators, its 
makers, were the people of Pavel Tigrid9s generation: 

creators of the world in which I oriented myself, from 
which I learned. Pavel Tigrid had a special position 
in this world. I personally remember him as a kind 
of permanent mirror, and even though we may not have 
seen each other for many decades, I could feel his 
searching gaze on my back. Pavel Tigrid was a man who, 
in a special way, combined principle with courtesy, 
decency, openness and a sincere interest in the opinion 
of the other. I have the impression that Pavel Tigrid 
lives not only as a concept, an idea and a principle, 
but that he also lives as a challenge. A challenge 
to all of us to try again and again to combine 
openness, curiosity, courtesy and gentlemanliness with 
principle.=

Václav Havel9s remembrance of Pavel Tigrid (2003)
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<The more I look back, the more I see how many coincidences and good 
fortune have come my way. I was just extremely lucky.=

Pavel Tigrid
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 FROM SCHÖNFELD TO TIGRID

<Under the First Republic, as a student, anyone who was not a leftist 
was either an asshole or not young; the rise of fascism pushed the young 
to the left. I was a leftist liberal, or rather a left-centrist, but I was 
definitely not infected by the plague of Communism.=

Pavel Tigrid

<My mother married for the second time and I had two 
fathers, four grandfathers, four grandmothers and 
a bunch of other relatives, so it was tremendously 
convenient. I used to go round the relatives on my 
motorcycle, everybody gave me a tenner and I was a rich 
man. They all felt sorry for me, they said: 8He9s from that 
broken family &9 and I didn9t mind at all; cynic, I was,= 
Pavel Tigrid recalled. Pictured here as a schoolboy 

(Tigrid family archive)

Pavel Tigrid9s father Frantiaek Schönfeld (right) with 

his cousin Kamil Zeman, who became famous under 

the pen-name Ivan Olbracht (State Regional Archive in 



Pavel Tigrid (the top row, second from the right) as a pupil of a municipal school in Prague9s Vinohrady district, 1920s 

The State Security made Tigrid9s portraits from obtained school photographs (Security Forces Archive)



 

(Security Forces Archive)

Flyer of the Youth Theatre Collective 

inviting to the play Aniseed Apple, 

directed by Tigrid. However, the alias 

8Otto9 did not catch on in the long term 

(National Archives)



A group of intellectual friends. Left to right: Pavel Tigrid, 

Tigrid was interested in the girls. Pictured with Heda 

Eighteen-year-old Pavel Tigrid 

(National Archives)



The Prague Youth Theatre Collective staged Apollinaire9s Breasts of Tiresias  

and theatre critic, later Tigrid9s ideological 

opponent (archive of Petr Koura)



 

territory over to Germany (National Archives)



 THIS IS TIGRID FROM LONDON SPEAKING

<Of course we wanted to defend the endangered republic, we were prepared 
for the possibility of war, we saw no other solution to the crisis. 
The fact that surrender came instead of fighting, that great ideals turned 
overnight into empty words, all this severely broke the ethical backbone 
of our people. Civic virtues seemed to have become useless, humanitarian 
ideals became ridiculed, the democratic system appeared weak, politicians 
were a laughing stock, and the younger generation was left without a moral 
and political legacy.=

Pavel Tigrid

The Battle of Britain took place from July to the end of October 1940, but German air raids on London continued 

almost until the end of the war (Tigrid family archive)



he brought with him (National Archives)

Tigrid made his escape from 

the Protectorate to England 

with his theatre friend Josef 

BBC (repro from book 

[A Patiently 



The control room of the European section of the BBC, from where programmes intended for listeners in occupied 

on the right (BBC Written Archive9s

Centre, Caversham)

 

(Tigrid family archive)
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Kulturní zápisník

from July 1941 (National Archive)



Pavel Tigrid and Walter Berger also edited the quarterly Review
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Kulturní zápisník to translator Ewald Osers (National Archives)
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 BETWEEN TWO TOTALITIES

<It is a duty not to the rest of the world, but above all to our 
own conscience: we do not kill children and infants, whatever their 
nationality.=

Pavel Tigrid ( Obzory, 1945)

<I am not a doctrinaire and I do not believe in any of the existing -isms; 
I believe in Christianity, in freedom, in democracy and in human decency.=

Pavel Tigrid (Smysl Mnichova Obzory

The front page of the weekly Obzory

conditions in the internment camps for Germans 

was published on 20 November 1945 (archive 

People9s Party)



 

(Tigrid family archive)



Obzory on 20 November 1945 



Obzory on 20 November 1945 



conditions in the internment camps for Germans 

Pavel Tigrid in the post-war period (Tigrid family archive)
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Obzory, which also 

included Pavel Tigrid (Security Forces Archive)



Front page of the weekly Obzory  
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Obzory  
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The weekly Vývoj  







 RADIO FREE EUROPE

<This radio station has declared war to the Communists; a struggle in 
which its main weapon is the truth. Its job is to inform you of what is 
really going on in the world, to expose the Communist lies, to help you 
practically in exposing traitors and agents, and to keep you firm in 
the hope that victory will be ours. We have built our programme on the 
principle that common sense, free thought and independent judgment are the 
greatest enemy of the Communists. And already today, a wave of resistance 3 
and we can speak of a truly popular resistance 3 is growing in all 
countries under Communist domination. And the democracies of the world 
have decided to support this struggle with all their might and according 
to the principles of modern psychological warfare.= 

Studio of the 

Radio Free Europe 

family archive)



were instructed to arrest him if he attempted to cross the border (Security Forces Archive)





(Security Forces Archive)



of 1950 (Libri prohibiti)

Radio Free Europe headquarters in New York, 1952 

(Libri prohibiti)



Pavel Tigrid in 1951



 





(Libri prohibiti)





 THE ORIGIN OF SV�DECTVÍ

<The actions of the world democracies, led by the United States, in the 
next few years will also greatly influence the growth of freedom in the 
countries of Central and South-east Europe; certainly, the Czechoslovaks, 

themselves; but the degree and speed with which they acquire these rights 
directly depends on the moral and international political advance of the 
Western democracies in the world of newly emerging ideological, power, and 
cultural conditions.=

Pavel Tigrid (Vývoj a vyhlídky 

, 

Its author was Ladislav Sutnar (Libri prohibiti)





Caricature of the American 

diplomat and historian George 

Kennan, whose views Tigrid 

shared and promoted 

(Libri Prohibiti)

 editorial team) in an 

Pavel Tigrid was interviewed 

of the 25th anniversary of the 

founding of the  

in the collection 

Pavla Tigrida [Pavel Tigrid9s 

 

(Libri prohibiti)















Rudé Právo  





Permit for Pavel Tigrid

(National Archives)

The cover and imprint page of Pavel Tigrid9s book 



 PARIS EDITORIAL OFFICE

<Later, in Paris, things got better and people just started coming to 

butcher9s shop downstairs, a reading room and editorial rooms on the first 
floor, and coffee was brewed and sometimes even wine was served.=

Champs. The picture of the second house 

during the preparation of the <Fitch= 

 

(Security Forces Archive)







(Libri prohibiti)



(Libri prohibiti)



Student



Student  





 TIGRID AND POST-AUGUST 1968 EXILE

 

<The real turnaround 3 and no non-communist would tell you this frankly 3 
was brought about by the guys who came in after 1968 and started to form 
political parties, political action. After all, the Prague Spring, although 

to do a much better job in convincing the Western left, which was terribly 
powerful everywhere in the world, that Communism simply did not work.=

 



of the lay Catholic association Opus bonum, which sponsored the 

symposium (Libri prohibiti)

From a meeting of the Listy group in Bergisch Gladbach 

non-member Pavel Tigrid accepted the reformist 

Communists as partners in the struggle against 

unfreedom, but at the same time reminded them that 

the Soviet occupation <was not at the beginning but at 
the end of the national misfortune

however, did not prevent the gentlemen from sitting 



saw the indivisibility of human rights and political freedoms, regardless of faith, philosophical or political 

Studie [Studies] (Libri prohibiti)



(Libri prohibiti)

of the second edition published by 
prohibiti)

, 















Tigrid, poprvé 



The symposia in 

Franken, Bavaria, 

continued also in the 

following years. At the 

the 25th anniversary 

of Tigrid9s  

became the main 

topic of the debates. 

Lederer (repro from the 

 
Pavla Tigrida (Pavel 

Tigrid9s Testimony)

Cover of the proceedings of the 

symposium on the history of the 

 (Libri prohibiti)

[I Was not Homesick])



  THE SUPPORT OF DISSENT

a place where one goes to read and where one takes away free words and free 
thoughts. It has become an oasis for incoming expatriates and weary exiles 
alike, where can get new energy and encouragement. It is the Tigrids, who 

and the Tigrids 3 that is a lot of small work too, at samizdat exhibitions, 
the Czechoslovak stand at the Frankfurt Book Fair, the formation and 
functioning of the committee to support Charter 77 and the Jan Palach 
Award, etc.=



The cover of the issue of 



which Pavel Tigrid co-initiated (Libri prohibiti)





(Tigrid family archive)

















 IVANA TIGRIDOVÁ

mother, I am leaving you, I must go. I have thought long over my decision, 
but I cannot help it. Pavel has asked me to come, and my life is only worth 

alive, even though I have tried to hide it from you. You are everything in 

that you do not hold it against me. I say goodbye to you, dear mommy, 
perhaps it is better that I have spared you a face-to-face goodbye. 
 I kiss you hundred times,
 Yours, Ivana.

forgive me.=

best man, the bride was attended 

by one of her aunts 

(Tigrid family archive)



The Tigrids, 1950s (Tigrid family archive)



 



 

Natalya Gorbanevskaya, supported by the Help and 
Action 



 

(Security Forces Archive)





Help and Action 







 THE PRAGUE TRIAL

9s

<During the main trial, there was good cooperation with the authorities 

of absent witnesses for the Chief Judge, immediately verified various 
necessary facts and installed the necessary equipment to make a tape 
recording of the main trial.=

which also contains speeches made by Pavel 

Tigrid on Radio Free Europe in 1951 and 1952. 

They were used as evidence of his criminal 

activities (Security Forces Archive)



the Interior mainly from the post-war period (Security 

Forces Archive)



from France, addressed to the Ist



 

 

(Security Forces Archive)



 















repeatedly sentenced to prison for his 

Kultura and Polish dissidents 



 SMUGGLING

<From Paris, the smuggling run smoother; it was gradually getting organised 
as you have already gained experience and learned your way around.=

Photograph of Pavel Tigrid from his 

monitoring in Paris by the State Security 

Forces Archive)



monitoring of Pavel Tigrid in Paris, preserved in the 

Premiér 

(Security Forces Archive)



, the source of which was the secret 



the case Vysoká hra 

Photograph of the motorhome, whose 

French crew was carrying a shipment 

for the domestic opposition in 

Security Surveillance Administration 

(Security Forces Archive)



by members of the secret police 

to cooperate by them pretending 

to represent the Soviet KGB. He 

Security Surveillance Administration 

(Security Forces Archive)



 



The second page of the State Security intelligence report on the recording of videotapes and their sending 





 COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA

st

propaganda programme 

<In 1947, Pavel Tigrid was called 8the criminal of the pen9. Four years 
later he is helping to command, through 8Free Europe9, the murderers and 
saboteurs, the army of secret agents he joined and to which he still 
belongs.= 

Cesta bez návratu 

Dikobraz



Emigranti proti národu [Emigrants 

Pavel Tigrid was no longer working at Radio Free Europe (Security Forces Archive)



The Rudé právo [Red Law] attacked Pavel 

Tigrid less than a year after the bloody 

suppression of the Hungarian Revolt, 

commentary 

appeared in the  Rudé 
právo on Human 

 

(National Library of 

Tigrid appeared in Rudé právo not only in propaganda articles, but also by an editor9s 

mistake in an article on Iraq, when it confused the name of the local river Tigris with the 



Cover of the disparaging book Cesta bez návratu The cover of the disparaging book Poslední role 
pana >T<



of the book Cesta 
bez návratu, 

the picture 

book Poslední 
role pana >T<
8T99s Last Role], 



 NESTOR, PLAYWRIGHT 
AND THE YEAR OF WONDERS

and announce yourself as Nestor on the phone.9 Later, I called his apartment 
on the embankment. There was a party going on, and I said to the phone that 

receiver and I introduced myself by saying: 8This is Nestor speaking.9 8Who?9 

Welcoming 

Pavel Tigrid after 

his return to 

(Tigrid family 

archive)



Pavel Tigrid had this badge made and sent to 

Cover of the Prague edition of Tigrid9s book on workers9 

revolts in Communist countries, published by the 

Vokno, 1990 



President Havel introduces Pavel Tigrid and Granny from 
Hicktown  

(Tigrid family archive)

in Prague receiving the Order of the Legion of Honour, 

1992 (Tigrid family archive)



 



 MINISTER AND OTHER PROFESSIONS

paradoxes of arbitrary collages. All these paradoxes have one common 
denominator: fidelity to oneself. It was the time that went mad. Pavel 
stood calmly in his place, did not panic, did not invent artificial worlds. 

was never the knowing smile of the know-it-all. For he was able to laugh 
at himself, too. This was the secret of a man who had lived half his life 
in forced exile and then returned home with the certainty of someone only 
returning from a weekend, flicking a switch blindly in the still-dark 
hallway. That is because he was demanding of the people of his country, yet 
not asking the impossible of them.=

Pavel Tigrid with the 

post-revolution edition 

of 

vlastním osudu [The 

Intelligent Woman9s 

Pocket Guide to Her 

became a bestseller 

with more than 100,000 

1990 (Tigrid family 

archive)



 



 





Republic Pavel Tigrid and his team 

(Archive of the Secretariat of the 

 







 WRITER

<At the end of 1967, the publishing house Seuil asked me to write a book 
about politics in Czechoslovakia. I wrote it, thinking that the book would 
be published in an edition of five thousand copies at most. In the meantime, 
the Prague Spring and the occupation had taken place, and this book 
appeared on the shelves as late as the end of September 1968. Of course, 
it was an immediate bestseller, published in several languages and with 
a print run of over eighty thousand. I made an awful lot of money on it, 
I am ashamed to say, but that9s the way it was.=

The photograph is preserved in the State 

. The picture was 

repeatedly used by authors of disparaging 



Cover of the book Ozbrojený mír  



 







 



[The Intelligent Woman9s 





The book 



 THE AFTERLIFE

 editorial 

that he would live to see the changes and, after those changes, he did not 
despair at the post-Communist turmoil.=

A bust of Pavel Tigrid was unveiled in the town of Semily 



a house near the Old Jewish Cemetery in Prague 

A plaque in Paris commemorating Pavel Tigrid and 

front of her father9s monument 

 



Cover of the book 





 







 





Pavel Tigrid 3 Evropan 





 POEM BY PAVEL TIGRID, READ 
IN THE CZECHOSLOVAK BBC BROADCAST

  [This is London speaking. Behind the scenes of 



 SPEECH BY PAVEL TIGRID AT THE OPENING 
CEREMONY OF RADIO FREE EUROPE

. 



 APPEAL FROM THE EDITORIAL 
BOARD OF SV�DECTVÍ MAGAZINE

Výzva



 JOINT DECLARATION BY FORMER 
FEBRUARY 1948 WINNERS AND LOSERS

 (Friendly meeting of former 



 EDITORIAL BY PAVEL TIGRID
 IN SV�DECTVÍ MAGAZINE

 was regarded as treason 



Úvodem
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<Oh yes, what a time we have lived in: three quarters 
of this century, we living, we dead, we unborn, as 

unhappiness; every victory was only a temporary one. 

has been wasted in the infamous 8betrayal of the 
learned9, of those countless intellectuals who, instead 
of being defenders of truth, have become lackeys of 
tyranny (even when it was already quite clear what 
monstrous systems they were serving).=



 


